
District Advisory Committee Minutes 
February 5, 2014 

 
The District Advisory Committee (DAC) met on Wednesday, February 5, 2014, at 5:15 
pm at Mainland High School, multi-purpose room. 
 
Ms. Rebecca Taylor, chairman, called the meeting to order at 5:15 pm.   January 
minutes were posted on the web for review prior to the meeting.  The minutes were 
unanimously approved.  Mr. Stan Schmidt, school board vice chairman; Dr. Smith, 
superintendent; Mrs. Vickie Presley, area superintendent; and Ms. Nancy Wait, director 
of community information, were all in attendance. 
 
Dr. Margaret Smith attended a Superintendent’s meeting with Governor Scott in 
Tallahassee this week.  Dr. Smith mentioned we will be hearing more of the quote 
“What is good for the kids,” from the Governor.  The top three items the Governor 
addressed is to create more jobs, invest in education and strengthen Florida families.    
Governor Scott identified additional $540 million for K-12 education.  This money, 
however, will be targeted for specific items.  Items targeted include digital learning, SAI 
(Supplemental Academic Instruction), and money to continue the salary increase 
teachers received this year.   
 
Dr. Smith held a discussion with a question and answer period on the following areas: 
 

Common Core standards are now called Florida Standards.  Commissioner of 
Education Pam Stewart will recommend 99 changes to the accountability system. Two 
major recommendations include:  

Accountability system 

• Add cursive writing 
• Address calculus 

The Commissioner will also be making a recommendation on assessments for 2014-
2015.  However, there is concern there will not be enough time for teachers to prepare 
students.  
 

Current instructional staff will be grandfathered in under the new performance pay 
program mandated for 2013-2014.  New instructional staff will come in under the new 
performance pay schedule.  A committee within the district is reviewing this process. 

Performance Pay 

 
Discussion about the DCD (District Cost Differential) took place.  School Board Vice 
Chairman Stan Schmidt stated it still continues to be an uphill battle.  Dr. Smith and Mr. 
Schmidt spoke on the importance of getting the half-cent sales tax extension passed.  
The extension will provide students with better resources to include technology, facilities 
and security.   Dr. Smith mentioned two key factors in the request for the extension: 

1. It is only an extension.  Tax payers will not be paying more than they currently do 
2. Almost 50% of the revenue is collected from visitors and tourists 



Mr. Stan Schmidt announced, anyone interested in participating in the campaign 
process could contact him or Dr. Smith. 
  
The next meeting will be March 5 at Deltona High School.  The meeting was adjourned 
at 6:45 pm. 


