
District Advisory Committee Minutes 
January 8, 2014 

 
The District Advisory Committee (DAC) met on Wednesday, January 8, 2014, at 5:15 
pm at Deltona High School, media center. 
 
Ms. Rebecca Taylor, chairman, called the meeting to order at 5:15 pm.   She 
announced the November minutes were posted on the web for review prior to the 
meeting.  The minutes were unanimously approved.  School Board members Mrs. 
Diane Smith; Ms. Candace Lankford, chairman; and Mr. Stan Schimdt, vice chairman; 
Dr. Smith, superintendent; Mr. Tom Russell, area superintendent; and Ms. Nancy Wait, 
director of community information, were all in attendance. 
 
Dr. Margaret Smith gave welcome back greetings and shared some of the preparations 
that took place due to the cold snap to insure the students had a warm safe first day 
back to school.  She encouraged District Advisory Committee members to read the 
eNews publication that is sent out bi-weekly.  The last publication covered over 20 
recognitions and awards received by students and staff.  She highlighted a few of the 
items in the most current eNews publication.  She began with talking about high school 
grades being released.  Nine out of ten of the district’s high school received an A or B 
rating.  She stated, “The high school grades reflect how hard our students, teachers and 
administrators have worked to increase student achievement.” 
 
Dr. Smith next announced the five finalists that have been selected for Teacher of the 
Year.  Seventy teachers were chosen by their peers to represent each of Volusia 
County's public schools. Those 70 teachers were narrowed to a field of five finalists who 
are competing for the honor of being named Volusia County School District's 2015 
Teacher of the Year. The five finalists are:  

• Debra Abadia, 4th grade, Spruce Creek Elementary  
• Amy M. Dempsey, Language Arts, Heritage Middle  
• Grace Kellermeier, French, New Smyrna Beach High  
• Emily Kristine Light, Music, Champion Elementary  
• Michelle Swint, English and AP Language and Composition, Pine Ridge High 

 
The district Teacher of the Year winner will be announced at a gala banquet to be held 
Friday, February 28, at the Hilton Daytona Beach Oceanwalk Resort. 
 
Dr. Smith closed her comments with a discussion on the half-cent sales tax extension 
proposed to go on the 2014 ballot.  She explained phase I has begun and  the Citizens’ 
Capital Needs committee, comprised of a broad representation from the community, 
has met four times to identify the districts capital needs.   The focus has been on 
security, technology and facilities.  The committee with create a project list and submit it 
to the School Board for final approval.  In February, phase II will begin the marketing the 
campaign.  Dr. Smith asked District Advisory Committee members to help get the word 
out.  She reminded the District Advisory Committee that the project oversight 
committee, who monitored how the funds were expended for the initial half-cent sales 



tax, reported in their final presentation to the school board that the school board “kept 
their promise.” 
 
Mrs. Kelly Amy, coordinator of career and technical education and the arts, was next to 
speak.  Brochures were distributed and a PowerPoint presentation showcasing the 
career academies.   Career academies provide unique learning opportunities  through 
extensive business partnerships, integrated instruction, hand-on learning, field studies, 
service learning, career shadowing and internships.  Admission into an academy 
requires the student to complete the district career academy application.   January 22 is 
the deadline to submit for school year 2014-15.  A question was asked about applying 
for an academy at an out of the zoned school.  

• If the same or similar academy is at the student’s zone school, the student must 
apply to his/her zoned school’s academy. 

• With the exception of schools that have no capacity for out of zone students, an 
academy cannot enroll more than 50% out of zone students.  In zone students 
are to have priority. 

• If more qualified students apply than there are openings, a lottery will be held.  
 
Annually businesses and students are recognized at the Career Academy Awards.  This 
year the event was held at the Daytona 500 Club.  Awards were designated at four 
levels of recognition, gold, silver, bronze and purple.    
 
School Board Chairman Candace Lankford was the next to speak.   A question was 
asked regarding if the School Board felt that the previous challenges faced concerning 
the US history textbook content could affect the outcome of the half-cent sales tax being 
passed.   Even though the textbook topic could intertwine into a political discussion the 
school board hopes voters will realize  the capital needs to provide students with better 
resources to include technology, facilities and security take precedent.   Ms. Lankford 
also requested the District Advisory Committee members to go back to their schools 
and share all the information discussed at the meetings even if the information does not 
pertain to their school directly. 
 
The next meeting will be February 5 at Mainland High School.  The meeting was 
adjourned at 6:40 pm. 


