
District Advisory Committee Minutes 
November 7, 2012 

 
The District Advisory committee (DAC) met on Wednesday, November 7, 2012 at 5:15 
pm at Mainland High School, multi-purpose room. 
 
Ms. Amy Nowell, chairman, called the meeting to order at 5:15 pm.  Introductions 
included Mr. Stan Schmidt, school board member; Dr. Margaret Smith, superintendent; 
Ms. Annette Martinson, area superintendent; and Ms. Lyndi Goepfert, coordinator of 
elementary curriculum and district accreditation.   
 
The October minutes were posted on the web for review prior to the meeting and were 
unanimously approved. 
 
Ms. Nowell requested a self introduction of each member in the room.  Each member 
stated the school they represented and what school their children attend.   
 
Superintendent Dr. Smith took the floor.  She stated how much she and the board 
members appreciated all the hard work staff, parents and community members 
contributed to supporting the 1 mill referendum.  More than 70 presentations were made 
in the attempt to educate the public.  The positive outcome is that many people have 
become educated on the needs of the school district.  Dr. Smith believes that the public 
has a better understanding on DCD (District Cost Differential).   She stated she is 
impressed with teachers and support staff for doing the best they can with what 
resources are available.   
 
Since the 1 mill referendum did not pass, there will be several school board workshops 
scheduled to discuss the necessary reductions.  There will be many opportunities for 
input.  She also stated it is going to be very challenging and every department and 
school will have reductions.   A question and answer period followed.  A question 
regarding the ½ cent sales tax was asked.  Mr. Stan Schmidt, school board member, 
explained that tax will end in 2016.  The money earned from that tax has already been 
expended to build and repair schools.  Those funds must be used for capital items and 
cannot be used for operating expenses.  Mr. Schmidt  suggested when you hear sales 
tax think of bricks and sticks because those are the types of items that capital money 
can be used for.  In 2016, school board members will have to decide if they would like to 
ask voters for the sales tax again.      
 
 
Next to speak was Ms. Lyndi Goepfert, coordinator of elementary curriculum and district 
accreditation.  Ms. Goepfert gave a PowerPoint presentation on district accreditation 
(exhibit A). The goal of accreditation is to evaluate, verify and improve an institution’s 
quality.  To be accredited, schools must meet the AdvancED standards, engage in 
improvement and demonstrate quality assurance through internal and external review. 
She explained the improvement process is looked at annually to help schools know 
where they are and what they need to do to get their school where it should be.  Internal 



and external reviews are performed.  Volusia County Schools completed the first 5 year 
internal review cycle in school year 2007-2008.  Internal teams are comprised of school 
and district-based personnel.  The external team consists of members with diverse 
experience and rich contextual perspective.  Volusia County Schools successfully 
completed the first external review during school year 2009-2010.  The district is 
currently in the fifth year of the second five- year internal review cycle.  
 
Mr. Stan Schmidt took the floor and announced Volusia County Schools will have two 
new school board members coming on board.  Ms. Linda Costello was elected 
November 6.  There will be a primary election on December 18 with a special election 
on January 15 to elect a board member to replace Dr. Al Williams.    Mr. Schmidt 
explained when a new board member starts, it may take them a while to get familiar 
with such a large organization.  He suggested contacting any school board member with 
questions and concerns.   Mr. Schmidt also reminded District Advisory Committee 
members there will be some new faces in the Senate that will need to be reminded of 
the importance of public education and Volusia’s concern about the DCD (District Cost 
Differential) . 
 
School Successes 
 
Atlantic High staff members put on a flash mob dance to Michael Jackson’s Thriller in 
the cafeteria on October 31.  The students were pleasantly surprised and enjoyed the 
entertainment. 
 
Freedom Elementary has been selected to perform "Yes, Virginia the Musical."  Macy’s 
selected 100 schools around the nation and provided grants of $1,000 to help defray the 
costs of putting on the musical. The performances will be scheduled in December at the 
Athens Theater.  
 
November 15 Spruce Creek High School Dance will participate with other dance 
organizations in a performance at Spruce Creek High.  All proceeds collected will be 
donated to a foundation for children with diabetes. 
 
Pine Trail Elementary PTA donated $30,000 to Pine Trail Elementary to purchase new 
technology for their school.  
 
DeLand High School hosted band competition last weekend at Spec Martin Stadium.   
 
VCCPTA will be hosting a candidate forum for the School Board District 2 position at the 
City Island Library in Daytona Beach on Tuesday, December 4 Monday, December 3 
at 5:30 p.m. 
 
November 11 at 5:53 a.m. there will be a 10 minute window that you will be able to see 
the International Space Station fly over Volusia County. 
 
There is no meeting in December.  The next meeting will be January 9 at Deltona High 
School.  The meeting was adjourned at 6:40 pm. 


