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District Advisory Committee Minutes 
October 3, 2012 

 
The District Advisory committee (DAC) met on Wednesday, October 3, 2012, at 5:15 
pm at Deltona High School, media center. 
 
Ms. Amy Nowell, chairman, called the meeting to order at 5:15 pm.  Introductions 
included Mr. Stan Schmidt, school board member; Ms. Candace Lankford, school board 
member; Dr. Margaret Smith, superintendent; Dr. Robert Moll, deputy superintendent; 
Mr. Tom Russell, area superintendent; and Ms. Nancy Wait, directory of community 
information.   
 
The September minutes were posted on the web for review prior to the meeting and 
were unanimously approved. 
 
Ms. Nowell announced School Board Chairman Dr. Al Williams had passed away and 
his viewing will be Friday, October 5 and funeral Saturday, October 6.  The governor will 
assign a replacement for his position.   
 
Superintendent Dr. Smith took the floor.  She expressed appreciation to the District 
Advisory Committee members for attending and feels it is important to hear the 
members thoughts and ideas.  She also expressed gratitude toward the two new 
student members in attendance from Pine Ridge High and DeLand High. 
 
Dr. Moll gave a presentation on the 1 Mill Referendum.  He stated it is never easy to ask 
for funds.  There are four basic issues that affect our schools:  class size, non-recurring 
funds, expiration of the .25 mill and capital dollar transfer.  Dr. Moll’s powerpoint 
presentation included information regarding District Cost Differential (DCD), enrollment 
and revenue comparisons, deficit projections for fiscal year 2013-14 and property tax 
calculations.  Student enrollment has declined for six years.  This school year the district 
is 611students short the predicted enrollment figure.  The state will reduce Volusia 
County Schools’ budget in December for over- projecting student enrollment.  Dr. Moll 
also explained how much  the one mill tax would increase affect property owners.  Right 
now property owners are paying the .25 Mill which will expire in 2013.  By asking for the 
1 Mill to be passed it would only mean an increase  of .75.  The average property value*  
is $103,523.  Subtract $25,000 homestead and the taxable value would be $78,523. 
Add the 1 millage levy and it calculates to $78.52/year. That is only $6.54 a month or 
.22¢ a day.   
 
Next to speak was Mr. Stan Schmidt and Ms. Candace Lankford.  Mr. Schmidt 
expressed his concern that 70% of residents do not have children attending a Volusia 
County public school or any family member employed by the district.   He asked for help 
to spread the word about how important it is to get the referendum passed.  If the 
referendum doesn’t get passed, many programs will be in jeopardy.    He stated there is 
a committee being very vocal against passing this referendum.  Ms. Candace Lankford 
asked District Advisory Committee members to please vote “yes.”  She would like to get 
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an army of volunteers to stand outside schools and polling places to encourage their 
votes the day before and the day of election.  FUTURES, Volusia County Schools 
Education Foundation, will help coordinate these efforts.  She reminded District 
Advisory Committee members this is about our students.    Mr. Schmidt  concluded with 
announcing there are 14 other districts that already have the 1 Mill and six other districts 
have placed it on the ballot for approval. 
 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:45 pm.  The next meeting will be November 7 at 
Mainland High School.   


