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District Advisory Committee 
Minutes 

  

April 3, 2013 
 

The District Advisory Committee met on Wednesday, April 3, in the multipurpose room at Mainland 
High School.  Ms. Amy Nowell, chairman, called the meeting to order at 5:15 p.m.  Ms. Ida Wright, 
school board member; Dr. Margaret Smith, superintendent; Dr. Robert Moll, deputy superintendent 
for financial services; Ms. Annette Martinson, area superintendent; and Ms. Nancy Wait, director of 
community information were all in attendance. 
 
The March minutes were approved.  

 
Ms. Melissa Bossardet, the nominating committee chairman, reported one nomination for chairman, 
Ms. Rebecca Taylor, and three nominations for vice-chairman, Ms. Kym Stevens, Ms. Leslie LaRue 
and Ms. Debbie Beavers.  Nominations were then opened to the floor; however, no additional 
names were recommended and the nominations were closed.  At the May meeting, each nominee 
will have the opportunity to briefly address the membership prior to voting. 
 
Dr. Smith and Ms. Wright presented Ms. Amy Nowell with a certificate of appreciation for her three 
years of service as District Advisory Committee chairman.   They stated her commitment to Volusia 
County students and the school district was commendable.  Ms. Nowell has played a very active role 
in promoting public education throughout her term as chairman. 
 
Dr. Smith reported the Senate and the House has released a proposed budget.  Although the DCD 
study is not going to be approved this year a special appropriation is being discussed to offset the 
loss.  It appears there will be around a 6% increase.  Dr. Smith stated there seems to be a genuine 
concern in Tallahassee for Volusia County.     Other topics Dr. Smith discussed included: 

• Support from the Senate and House for Governor Scott’s proposed $2,500 salary increase 
for teachers but there is not agreement on how it will be distributed 

• Interest from legislators to tie the salary increase to student-learning gains and also interest 
to provide those funds to the school districts to make the decisions on how to make the 
distribution 

• Legislative topic of concern is to ensure school districts have adequate funds for the 
necessary technology to assess all students online beginning with the 2014-2015 school 
year 

• A legislative bill has been introduced that would delay the computerized test requirement 
until schools have the technology ready 

 
Dr. Moll was the next to take the floor.  He too felt during his visit in Tallahassee for Volusia Days a 
more friendly genuine interest in Volusia County.  He stated even though the DCD study was not 
approved this year, the state budget and governor’s office requested the spreadsheet he created 
showing how Volusia County is affected.   
 
Dr. Moll discussed a few of the items he presented to school board members at the last budget 
workshop.  Those items included: 

• Pension- good  news - Governor has set aside funds  
• Heath insurance- potential increase of 9.5% 
• Class size amendment- in order to meet, it is possible 126 teachers will need to be hired 
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• Declining enrollment – predicting 800-1000 less students, which will decrease state funding 
by $3 million 

 
Even though the district anticipates receiving special appropriation funds, it will not be enough to 
compensate the loss the district has consumed.  Also, the district will only receive 96.5% of every 
dollar due to the DCD equation.  Dr. Moll invited District Advisory Committee member to listen online 
to the next two budget workshops scheduled for April 9, 11 a.m. and April 23, 4 p.m.   
 
School Success 
 
Danielle Thomas – VCCPTA announced the End of the Year banquet is scheduled for May 2, 6 p.m. 
at DeBary Golf and Country Club.  
 
 
The next District Advisory Committee (DAC) meeting is scheduled for May 1, 5:15 p.m., at Deltona 
High School in the media center. The meeting was adjourned at 6:40 p.m. 
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